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part in several other engagements, of which the principal
and the Jast was the battle of the Thames, which occurred
on the 5th of October, 1813. In this battle they, and all
the Indian allies, fought with unusual desperation, for they
felt that all their hopes of final success were staked on the
success of the day. After the British infantry had given
way, the savages still fought on with fierce determination,
though against overwhelming odds, until at length Tecum-
seh fell, and then, knowing that all was lost and further
fighting useless, they yielded and fled.

The field of the Thames was the last battle-ground of the
Pottawattamies. Their utter defeat on that day, and the
death of Tecumseh, had extinguished forever all hope of
successful resistance to the Americans. They, like the
other tribes, sued for peace, and receiving the mercy which
they had no right to expect, gave hostages for their future
good conduct, retired to their villages,—sullen at first, but
thoroughly subjugated,—and never raised the tomahawk

again.

CHAPTER 1IV.

THE POTTAWATTAMIES OF THE S8T. JOSEPH
AFTER 1815.

The St. Joseph Indians as they were found by the Protestant Mission-
aries in 1822—The Effects of Fire-Water apparent in their Poverty
and Wretched Condition—Their Superstition and Strange Festivals
—Pottawattamie Chiefs and their Villages—Sobriety and ITumanity
of the Chief Pokagon—His Conversion to the Catholic Faith—Im-
proved Condition of the Indians during the First Part of the Mis-
sionaries’ Stay among Them—Their Later Relapse to a Worse State
than ever—Departure of the Missionaries—Consent of the Potta-
wattamies to Emigrate from their Homes in the St. Joseph Valley
—Pokagon and other Catholic Indians refuse to go—Final Removal
of the Rest of the Tribe to Lands beyond the Mississippi.

BETWEEN the time of the subjugation of the Michigan
tribes, following the death of Tecumseh, and the time when
actual settlement began to be made by whites within the
territory that is now embraced in the counties of Ber-
rien and Van Buren, there intervened a period of about
fifteen years. During the last half of this period, the Rev.
Isaac McCoy spent the greater part of his time among the
Pottawattamies of the St. Joseph Valley, and some idea of
their condition and mode of life is gained from his pub-
lished narrative, or journal, covering the time of his labors
here. There had been, for many years, at least two trad-
ing-posts established among them on the river (Burnett's,
at near the mouth, above where St. Joseph village now
stands, and Bertrand's, at the old village of Bertrand, on
the east side of the river, in the present township of Niles),
and the access which they thus obtained to the white
man’s whisky had resulted to them, as it has to all other
tribes, in advancing them far on the road to demoralization
and wretchedness.

In the very first entry made by Mr. McCoy with refer-
ence to this region, he relates that on the 16th of May,
1822, « we reached the French trading-house [Bertrand’s*]
at Parc aux Vaches by traveling through the rain. I was

# He had come from Fort Wayne, Ind.,, and consequently entered
the valley from the southward.

sorry to hear that many of the chiefs, whom I desired to
see in reference to our settlement in that country, had gone
to Lake Michigan to engage in a drunken frolic; a trader
having arrived at that place with a quantity of whisky.
... On the 23d we passed three drunken Indians, lying
asleep in the weeds, and also passed many others who
were intoxicated.” Again, he quotes from a letter written
to him, during his temporary absence, by Mr. Lykins, one
of his associates at the St. Joseph, to the effect that the
Indians in the vicinity had been in a continual state of
intoxication for twenty-eight days, and that the traders
appeared to have enough liquor on hand to keep them in
that condition during the entire spring and summer, This
debauchery resulted in frequent murders, of which a large
number were committed every year among them, and all,
with scarcely an exception, were caused by drunkenness.

The extreme poverty and destitution which prevailed
among the Indians at the time when Mr. McCoy first came
among them is shown by this entry: “I did not see among
them a particle of either bread or meat, excepting a few
pigeons which they had killed with sticks. Some deer
might have been taken, but they were destitute of powder
and lead, and had not anything with which to purchase
those articles. Kxcepting roots and weeds, their only food
at this time consisted of corn and dried beans, of which
their stock was exceedingly small.” It is difficult to under-
stand, however, why they were unable to get powder and
lead with which to secure the necessaries of life (game),
when they apparently found so little difficulty in obtaining
whisky from the traders.

In regard to their dwellings, he makes this allusion:
“TIn our excursion [his preliminary visit to the country in
the spring of 1822] we called at two lonely little huts, one
made of bark and the other of flags. Here T met with a
chief from a neighboring village, who, with the rest of the
company, appeared delighted with the prospect of our set-
tling near them, and by many rude expressions of friend-
ship welcomed me to their country. The wigwam of flags
was circular, about ten feet in diameter, and about seven
feet high in the centre. The smoke from the fire in the
middle of the hut escaped through an opening above. The
door was closed by a deer-skin attached to the upper part.”
And the condition of its inmates he describes as even more
wretched than that of the habitation.

“The vicinity of our place,”{ says Mr. McCoy, *had
been occupied by the Putawatomies from time immemorial.
Formerly the tribe, then numerous, generally resided here
in one ‘extensive settlement. Many had been buried on
the shore of the St. Joseph and in the neighborhood.” A

* principal village of the tribe is mentioned as being situated

five miles from the mission, Elsewhere he mentions that
“Qn the 18th [May, 1822] I rode to Menominee’s and
Pcheekos’ villages,” and # We halted and conversed a while
with the people at Rum’s village, and at night pitched our
tents amidst a fall of rain;” but does not deseribe the pre-
cise location of any of these settlements, except the ancient
and abandoned one first named. ¢ About the Indian vil-
lages,” he says, “ or where villages had once been situated,

T The west side of the river near West Niles.






